
 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER   OCTOBER 2016 

 

 

Winners of the 
West Coast Bridge 

Club Congress 
GERARD ROUSSILHES 
and TONY MARTIN 
pictured with club 
President Maureen 

Phillips 

 

  
Winners of the Nedlands Bridge 
Club Congress .VALERIE BROOM 

and MARTIN BROOME 

Second in the Northern District 
Bridge Club Winter Pairs Red Point 

LEE LEACH and ALF SURACE 

 



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
S a t u r d a y  M o r n i n g  L a d i e s 
By Joanna Tennyson 

Congratulations to FIONA HAN, 
JAY WONGPHASUKCHOT, 
SALLY JOWETT and ROBYN 
WOODHALL who played in 
their first teams event in the 
recently held Jim and Irene 
Sanderson Trophy. Against all 
the odds, they won their first 
match against a very 
experienced team.  With a 
combined total of 40 ranking 
points amongst them, this 
inexperienced team beat a team 
with a total of over 2,400 
ranking points. 

The inexperienced team played 
very steadily and the 
experienced team made 
mistakes. On one board they 
didn’t bid a game that was there 
and they had a bidding 
misunderstanding and played in 
the wrong contract on another 
board.  As a result, the Han team 
won 25 to 17, which is a very 
convincing win over a 9 board 
match. As one of the members of 
the experienced team, with my 
player hat on I was very 
disappointed at losing to such 
an inexperienced team but with 
my coaching hat on I was 

absolutely delighted for them.  It 
was a case of the students 
beating the coaches.  

So, Saturday morning players, 
let this be an inspiration to you 
all.  These lovely ladies got out 
there and gave it a go and look 
at what happened!  It’s time for 
a lot of you to jump out of the 
safe nest and start playing in the 
regular sessions and then you 
can start playing in the pairs 
and teams events.  It’s a lot of 
fun and you just never know 

who you might beat. ᶉ 

 

Robyn Woodhall and Sally Jowett 

 

Fiona Han and Jay Wongphasukchot
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Pres iden t’s Report 
From Graham Milward 

I am writing this 
before the move 
to our new 

home, so hopefully all has gone 
smoothly and we are now 
settling in. The City says we will 
be here for up to 6 months 
before the clubroom extensions 
and upgrades are complete. 
Unfortunately, there is no air 
conditioning, so we will have to 
wait and see how the comfort 
levels are as summer 
approaches. One positive aspect 
of this situation …… our 
Directors will have 6 months 
free of requests to turn the 
temperature up or down!! 

Congratulations to all members 
who have done well in our Club 
and external competitions. Club 
members have had some great 
successes away from the Club. 
These are a terrific reflection on 
the quality of Undercroft. 

It is also very heartening to see 
the popularity of the Restricted 
and the Saturday morning 
sessions. I believe an important 
role of the Club, is to cater for 
members who enjoy playing 
bridge in a relaxed social 

setting, even though our 
Constitution suggests a little 
differently. It may be a good 
idea to have the Constitution 
reviewed to clearly broaden the 
Club’s “Objects”. Perhaps we 
could hold a Plebiscite!! 

Many of you have heard me 
make comments about my 
desire to see an improvement in 
the behaviour of some 
members, to enable all other 
members to better enjoy their 
bridge. No partner wants to 
receive a telling off and no 
opponent wishes to witness one. 
Therefore, please keep robust 
conversations until the end of 
the day, so that they can be held 
in private. A happy partner, who 
is shown respect, will always 
play better.  A very positive 
outcome of the past 2 months or 
so, is that our Recorders have 
received no complaint of 
inappropriate behaviour ….. 
thanks to you all. 

Please note however, that if you 
do have a complaint, Club 
Recorders, Connie Coltrona, 
Sheila Parker and Peter Wilson 
are extremely approachable, 
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and are there to assist with any 
concerns regarding 
inappropriate behaviour. 

Just a further thought regarding 
member behaviour. As I have 
shown by my earlier comments, 
we have a huge range of player 
abilities. If you are in the more 
skilled group, please show 
suitable consideration for those 
members who are relatively 
new to the game. We all had our 
beginnings when we were 
rather intimidated by the highly 
skilled. 

Slow play is at times an issue 
and a couple of ways of helping 
speed the process are: if you are 
sitting North and are on lead or 
Dummy, make your lead or get 
the Dummy hand on the table, 
before you enter details into the 
bridgemate; and, if you are not 
sitting North but are on lead or 
Dummy, do the same before 
entering details on your 
personal scoresheet. 

Having had a few months at the 
helm, I must say that I am 
enjoying the role, which is made 
very manageable by the 
wonderful assistance I receive 
from Management Committee 
members, Directors and all 
other volunteers. Many, many 
thanks to all. 

I should also mention the 
fantastic support the Club has 
been given by City of Joondalup 
Officers Sarah Perkins and Terri 
Reddy. They have been 
tremendously willing and 
helpful in arranging for our 
move to the T-Ball Hall. Also 
Mayor Troy Pickard and Ward 
Councillors Russ Fishwick and 
Sophie Dwyer, who assisted in 
getting the Council to increase 
to budget allocation for the 
works, thus enabling the entire 
extension proposal to be 
completed. A big thanks to them 
all. 

Happy bridging, ᶉ 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

Please feel free to forward material or suggest topics you 
like to read about to b.bieganski@yahoo.com.au 

or Suggestion Box 
 

mailto:b.bieganski@yahoo.com.au
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Bridge Hand 
Loser-on-Loser Play by Andrew Robson 

Source: www.andrewrobson.co.uk  

Here we see a Loser-on-Loser 
play used in a 4-3 fit (in order to 
preserve the – precarious – 
trump length). 

SOUTH dealer | NONE vulnerable 

 ǂ K104 

 Ǆ 973 
 ǅ QJ863 

 ǃ J7 

ǂ 7652  ǂ 98 

Ǆ AKQ106  Ǆ J85 

ǅ 7  ǅ 1092 

ǃ Q85  ǃ K10963 
 ǂ AQJ3 

 Ǆ 42 

 ǅ AK54 

 ǃ A42 

 
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
   1  
2  2  Pass 4  
Pass Pass Pass  

South is aware that partner may 
have just three-card support 
(perfectly admissible for a single 
raise, although not for a jump raise 
such as 1 -3  or 1 -4 ). 
However he is not keen to play 
notrumps with the opposing 
hearts unstopped. Perhaps his 

sturdy four-card spade fit will 
survive the 4-3 fit. 

What happened  

West led A, and, much more 
sensible given his four-card 
trump length, did not switch to 
his singleton diamond, rather 
playing out two more top hearts. 
A trump short of the normal 
eight-card fit, declarer was not 
thinking too lucidly. He trumped 
the third heart, then played out 
three top trumps, hoping for an 
even split. 

No good – East discarded on the 
third trump. This left West with 
the only trump in the pack – bad 
news. A heavy-hearted declarer 
turned to diamonds. West ruffed 
the second round, and cashed 
two long hearts. Down two. 

What should have happened  

Six missing trumps do not 
normally split 3-3, so declarer 
should have been very reluctant 
to ruff the third heart, 
shortening the long trump 
holding. [Admittedly he had 
then been unlucky that it was 
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West, with the long hearts, who 
held the four trumps, but even if 
East had held them, the game 
would have failed, provided East 
delayed ruffing a diamond until 
the fourth round, thus severing 
declarer from dummy’s long 
card.] 

Look at things another way: 
declarer has ten top tricks via 
four trumps, five diamonds, plus 
the ace of clubs. If he discards at 
Trick Three, the key Loser-on-
Loser play, he retains those ten 
winners. He can win any return 
from West (ruffing a fourth 
heart high in dummy), draw the 
trumps, then run all his winners. 
10 tricks and game made. 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇȣ  

Look out for Loser-on-Loser 
plays to preserve trump control 
– especially in 4-3 fits. 

 

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M 

 

Omar Sharif used to say: 
When you have to lead 
against a suit contract 
and God has given you a 
singleton in a side suit, 
you MUST lead it. 

 

Playing Cards Trivia 

 

Which playing cards are 
known as: 

1. Curse of Scotland? 

2. The Beer Card? 

3. The Death Card? 

4. One-Eyed Royals? 

5. Suicide Kings? 

6. The Laughing Boy? 

7. The Man with the Axe? 

8. The Bedpost Queen? 

9. The Flower Queen? 

10. Bullets and Cowboys? 

 

(Answers on page 11) 
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R E S U L T S 

Don Fraser Swiss Pairs 
Jim and Irene Sanderson 

Teams of 4 

  
1st Carol Fensome and Marie 

Sheridan 
1st Beata Bieganski, Tad Bieganski, 
Carol Fensome and Brian Fensome 

  
2nd Wilhelmina Piller ( and 

Susan Levy ) 
2nd Ken Smith , Satish Bedekar, Judy 

Havas and Anthony Eardley 

  
3rd Tony Martin and Russell 

McCann 
3rd (Mike Mahon, Claire Quesnel,) 

Vina Maia and Kay Johnson 
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Ossie Trigwell Open Pairs John Beyfus Spring Pairs 

  
1st Alan Tolley and Sheila Parker 1st Ann Hopfmueller and David 

Cowell 

  
2nd Wilhelmina Piller and Verna 

Holman 
2nd Jean Muller and Martin 

Broome 

  
3rd Noriko Sakashita and Fusako 

Hashimoto 
3rd Nerilyn Mack and Robin Rose 
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The Le thbr idge  Br idge  C lub 
By Allan Doig 

Recently, my wife Jean and I 
spent six weeks in her home 
town of Lethbridge in southern 
Alberta. Lethbridge is the city of 
almost 100,000 people and is 
situated on the prairies about 
100 km from the Rockies. While 
we were in Lethbridge we 
stayed with one of Jean's sisters 
near the foothills of the Rockies 
near Waterton National Park 
which is the southernmost  of 
the three great National Parks in 
Alberta. The other two being 
Jasper and Banff. The first of 
these two photos is of Big Chief 

Mountain which dominates the 
skyline for many kilometres and 
is actually in the USA. I once 
camped there was a class of 
students from the prairies. The 
other photo is of a black bear 
which was wandering in the 
park with her two cubs and was 
only 30 m away from where we 
were standing. A Ranger soon 
came and persuaded her to 
move deeper into the forest. 

While I was in Lethbridge I 
managed to visit the local bridge 
club. Although it's a club with 
over 100 members they still 
haven't got their own premises. 
They use the basement of a local 
church. They play five times 
during the week including three 
nights and two days. One night 
is restricted to players with less 
than 300 master points. I don't 
think the awarding of master 
points is the same as here. They 
charge four dollars for members 
and five dollars for visitors. 
They annual fee is ten dollars.  

I spent some time talking with 
the committee and also 
wondering around while games 
were in progress. They all play 
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Standard American with some 
partnership variations. 
However, what struck me about 
the club was the friendly and 
orderly atmosphere.  The 
president pointed out that there 
is a policy of zero tolerance for 
aberrant behaviour at the table. 
This is a Canada wide policy.  

 

Judging by some of the examples 
she gave me, many of our 
players would be penalised 
quite often for their behaviours. 
She gave me an example of two 
players who were suspended for 
playing together for a year 
because of poor behaviour. The 
photo is of a sign that was 
placed in a prominent position 
at the front for all to see. 

 

When we left Lethbridge we 
spent an enjoyable four days on 
South Pender Island which is 
situated between Vancouver 
and Victoria, almost on the 
American border. The photos 
were taken from around our 
residence on the island it was 
truly spectacular. 
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P L A Y I N G  C A R DS T R I V I A A N S W E R S 

1. Curse of Scotland 

The nine of diamonds (ǅ9) is 
often referred to as the ȰCurse of 
Scotlandȱ or the ȰScourge of 
Scotlandȱ. 

2. The Beer Card 

The seven of diamonds (ǅ7) is 
known as the Ȱbeer cardȱ. If a 
player wins the last trick of a 
hand with this card, his partner 
must buy him a beer. 

3. The Death Card 

The ace of spades (ǂA) - the 
highest card in the deck is known 
as the "death card." 

4. One-Eyed Royals 

The Jack of Spades and Jack of 
Hearts ("one-eyed jacks") and the 
King of Diamonds are drawn in 
profile; therefore, these cards are 
commonly referred to as "one-
eyed". 

5. Suicide Kings 

The King of Hearts is typically 
shown with a sword behind his 
head, making him appear to be 
stabbing himself. Similarly, the 
one-eyed King of Diamonds is 
typically shown with an axe 
behind his head with the blade 
facing toward him. These 

depictions, and their blood-red 
colour, inspired the nickname 
"suicide kings". 

6. The Laughing Boy 

The Jack of Diamonds is 
sometimes known as "laughing 
boy". 

7. The Man with the Axe 

The King of Diamonds is 
traditionally armed with an axe 
while the other three kings are 
armed with swords; thus, the 
King of Diamonds is sometimes 
referred to as "the man with the 
axe".  

8. The Bedpost Queen 

The Queen of Spades usually 
holds a scepter and is sometimes 
known as "the bedpost queen", 
though more often she is called 
"Black Lady". 

9. The Flower Queen 

In many decks, the Queen of 
Clubs holds a flower. She is thus 
known as the "Flower Queenȱ. 

10. Bullets and Cowboys  

Aces are Ȱbulletsȱ and Kings are 
Ȱcowboysȱ. 
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Committee 2016-2017 

 
"ÁÃË 2Ï×ȡ $ÁÖÉÄ #ÏÕÌÔÅÒȟ ,ÉÎÄÁ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ "ÅÁÔÁ "ÉÅÇÁÎÓËÉȟ $Åȭ!ÒÎ !ÌÅØÁÎÄÅÒȟ 
Chris Price and Ron Davernport 

Front Row: Des Warner, Barbara Ainlie, Alan Tolley, Graham Milward, 
Margaret Melsom and Debbie James 

Committee Contact Numbers 
Graham Milward (President) 0457 983003 David Coulter 9447 2444 
Alan Tolley (Vice President) 9447 4871 Ron Davernport 9307 2014 
Barbara Ainlie (Treasurer) 9300 0970 Helen Larsen 9402 0705 
Margaret Melsom (Secretary) 9445 7124 Debbie James 9243 7154 
Committee Members :  Chris Price 9206 5163 
De’Arn Alexander 9382 2831 Linda Reading 9447 9708 
Beata Bieganski 9300 5460 Des Warner 9341 2313 

 

Undercroft Bridge Club 
Percy Doyle Reserve 

Cnr Warwick Road and Marmion Avenue, Duncraig 
Postal Address: PO Box 41, Duncraig East 6023 

Telephone/Fax: 9447 3226 
Email: ubcinc@westnet.com.au 


